
OFACOMPA Y 
IN SW ZERLAND 
Establishing and maintaining a company 
in Switzerland can have various purposes: 
You may want to establish an operating 
business, e.g. in manufacturing, services 
or trade. This can be done alone or as a 
joint-venture with a local partner. Also, a 
Swiss entity can be a holding company of 
an international group, or it can be used 
for profit allocation and tax optimising, 
or as a vehicle to keep and invest funds. 
The rules that apply to the procedures of 
creation and to the governance of a Swiss 
company are basically the same for all 
these cases and in the entire country. 

They are mainly contained in the Swiss 
Code of Obligations and the directive on 
the trade register. Various forms of compa­
nies, partnerships and investment funds 
are available. Before creating an entity, an 
in-depth analysis of its purpose and further 
activities should be done, in order to choose 
an appropriate solution. Often, the basic 
documents su ch as the document of incor­
poration and the a rticles of association 
must be combined with further contracts 
or agreements, for example Shareholders' 
Agreements or licence agreements. 

Differences between the cantons (there 
are twenty-six) exist with respect to costs 
and taxation . The following figures are 
approximate and may vary over time: The 
costs of incorporation and maintenance 

depend on the service provider, the leve l 
of services required and the volume of 
business of the company. The initial costs 
in simple cases for consulting, structuring, 
establishing the documents, notary and 
registry begin at approximately CHF 5,000. 
The annual costs may be as low as CHF 
2,500, if the company has no operations, 
there is complete transparency, and the 
owner himself can act as a director. This 
can now even be the case if the owner 
lives outside of Switzerland, but at least 

The tax aspect 
should not be the 
primary motivation 
for creating 
a company 
in Switzerland 
one person (a director or an executive) in 
Switzerland must be able to legally represent 
the company (Art. 718 paragraph 4 of the 
Swiss Code of Obligations). The company 
and the members of the board of directors 
and all signatories of the company are 
registered and published in the commercia l 
register, but not its shareholders. All entities 
(apart from some forms of charitable 
associations or foundations) are obliged 
to maintain appropriate accounting and 

produce annual statements, which are not 
published or registered. Based thereon, 
tax declarations must be provided to the 
authorities on a yearly basis. Depending 
on its size and the decisions of its share­
holders, a company can have annual ordi­
nary audits, reduced audits or none at all. 

Ordinary operating Swiss com panies pay 
taxes on profit of approximately 10% to the 
federal government and approximately 5­
15% to the canton. Not only the percentages 
of taxation are important, but even to a 
greater extent the additiona l rules and 
conventions, e.g. transfer pricing, minimum 
profits etc. Usually discussions with the 
tax-authorities are possible, so that future 
taxation ca n be pla nned with sufficient 
precision and security. As Switzerland is 
not a zero or very low-taxation "offshore­
country", it maintains a large network of 
double taxation treaties offering a wide 
range of opportunities in tax planning. 
Nevertheless, the tax aspect should not 
be the primary motivation for creating and 
maintaining a company in Switzerland. 

More important are the high degree of 
professionalism and reliability of service 
providers, a stable and well-functioning, 
non-corrupt political and legal system and 
an excellent infrastructure located in the 
heart of Europe. !lm 
Jürg Mert in and Anna Fedorova. MSM Group 
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KOMllAHlI1I 
B IDBEHD.APIIII 
C03L\aHHe H L\e~lTenhHOCTb KOMnaHI1H S WSeHUapl111 MO)/(eT 

npeCneL\OSaTb p33nH4Hhle UenH. B03MO)/(HO, ShI xonne C03L\aTb 

L\eHCTSYlOll\HH 6H3HeC, Hanpl1Mep, S 06pa6aTbISalOll\di 

OTpaCJll1, ccpepe ycnyr HnH TOprOSne. 11M MO)/(eT CTaTb CaMO­

CT05lTenbHOe HnH COSlI-IeCTHOe npeL\npH5ITHe, OPl1 Y4aCTI111 

MecTHoro napTHepa. KpoMe TOrO, WSeHuapCKOe IOpHL\114eCKOe 

nl1UO Mo)/(eT CnY)/(I1Th XonL\I1HrOSOH KOMn3Hl1eH L\nll Me)/(L\Y­

HapOL\HOH rpynnbl npeL\npl151THH; ero TaK)/(e MO)/(HO HcnOnb­

30SaTh L\n51 ynpasneHlllf np1l6blnblO 11 OnTHMH3aUl1l1 Hanoros 

HnH L\nll COXpaHeHl1l1 H I1HSeCTHpOSaHH.lI: L\eHe)/(HbIX CpeL\CTS. 

TIpaSl1na C03,llaHl1jj H ,lle5ITenbHOCTI1 KOMnaHHH S llIseHuapHH 

,llnll scex 3THX cnY4aes Ha sceH TeppHTOp1111 CTpaHbl O,llI1Ha­

KOSbl. OCHOSHble 113 HHX nepe4HcneHbi S WseHuapCKOM 

06513aTenbCTseHHOM 3aKOHe H ,llHpeKTI1Sax Toprosoro pemCTpa. 

Bbl MO)/(eTe Sbl6paTb O,llHY 113 CPOPM KOMnaHI1I1, napTHepCTsa 

Hnl1 HHseCTHUHOHHoro cpOH,lla. Depe,ll yqpe)/(,lleHHeM CPI1PMbl 

He06xo,llI1MO nposeCTH TLuaTenbHblH aHa­

nl13 ee 3a,lla4 H 6Y,llYll\eH ,llelfTenbHOCTH, 

,lla)/(e S TOM cnY4ae, ecnH sna,lleneu npe,llnpl1lfTl1l1 He )/(I1SeT s 

llIseHuapl1l1. O,llHaKO comaCHO CTaTbe 718 4 . 41l1seHuapcKOro 

06513aTenbCTseHHoro 3aKOHa S CTpaHe ,llOn)/(eH HaXO,llHTbClI XOTlI 

6bl O,lll1H 3aKOHHblH npe,llCTaSI1Tenb KOMnaHIDI (O,llI1H H3 ,lll1peK­

TOpOS HJlI1 I1CnOnHHTeJlbHblX ,lll1peKTOpos). KOMnaHHlI, sce 

4neHbI ee COSeTa ,lll1peKTOpos 11 SCeJlHUa, I1MelOll\He S KOMOaHHI1 

npaso OO,llnI1CI1, pemcTpl1pylOTclI 11 ny6J1I1KYIOTClI s KOMMep4e­

CKOM pemCTpe. )laHHoe npaSHJJO He OTIlOCHTClI K aKUHOHepaM. 

Bce IOpl1,ll114eCKI1e nHua (3a HCKnlO4eHl1eM HeKOTophIX 6naro­

TsopHTenbHblX CPOH,llOS Hnl1 aCCOUl1aUHH) 06113aHbi npaSHJlbHO 

seCTH 6yxr3JJTepHIO 11 npe,llCTaSWTb e)/(erO,llHble OT4eTbl, KOTO­

pbIe He rry6nHKyJOTC5I 11 He perHCTpl1pYIOTC5I. COOTseTCTseHHO, 

HanorOShle ,lleKnapauHH nOL\alOTCjj SJlaCT5IM TO)/(e e)/(erOL\HO. B 

3aSl1Cl1MOCTl1 OT pa3Mepa KOMnaHDH H peWeHI1H ee aKUl10HepOS 

aY)llH MO)/(eT 6blTh 06bl4HbIM e)/(ero,llHbIM HJlI1 COKpall\eHHbIM; 

S03MO)I(Ha H nOnHall OTMeHa aY,llI1Ta. 

KaK npasl1J10, ,lleHcTsYIOll\l1e lllsei1.uapcKI1e 

4T06bl C,llenaTb OpaSJ1JJbHhiH Sb160p. Ea30- HaJIOrOBhlÜ aCneKT KOMnaHl111 TIJJaTlfT Hanor Ha npl16blJIb S P33­

Sble ,llOKYMeHTbl npe,llrrpl1jjTHji , TaKHe KaK Mepe npl16nl13l1TenhHO 10 % cpeL\epanbHOMYHe SlB.1UleTCSI
L\OKYMeHT 06 yqpe)l(L\eHI1I1 KOMnaHl111 I1nl1 npaSI1TeJlbcTsy 11 5-15% - KaHToHy. O,llHaKO 

yCTas aKUl1oHepHoro 06wecTsa, Hepe,llKO rJIaBHhlM MOTHBOM 3,lleCb Sa)/(Ha He CTOJlbKO CTaSKa Hanora, 
,llOn)/(HbI ,llonOnHlfTbCjj KOHTpaKTaMI1 11 co­ CKOJlbKO, ,lla)/(e S 60nbweH CTeneHI1, ,llonon­OTKphITHSI KOMnaHHH
maWeHHjiMI1 , Hanpl1Mep, aKuHoHepHhlMl1 HI1TenbHble rrpaSI1J1a 11 nOJlO)/(eHHJI, HanpH­
HJJI1 nl1ueH3110HHblMI1. B IIIBeüu;apHH Mep, TpaHcrpepTHoe ueHo06pa30SaHl1e, 

CTOI1MOCTb Y4pe)/(,lleHJ1jj KOMnaHl111 11 Ha-

JlOrH MOryT Sapbl1pOSaTbClI S 3aSI1Cl1MOCTl1 OT KaHTOHa (WseH­

UaPHji COCTOHT H3 26 KaHTOHos). TIpI1SeL\eHHbIe HIDKe UI1CPPbI SIB­

nlllOTClI npH6J111311TenbHbIMH 11 co speMeHeM MorYT MeIDTbClI. 

CTOl1MOCTb Y4pe)/(,lleHIDlI1 nO.lI.L\ep)/(aHI151 KOMnaHl111 KOJle6neTClI 

S 3aSl1Cl1MOCTH OT Sbl6paHHoro nOCTaSll\I1Ka ycnyr, 06beMa 

He06xoL\I1Mb1X ycnyr 11 MaCillTa6a L\ellTenbHOCTH KOMnaHI1H. 

B npOCTbIX cnY4MX 6330sa51 CTOI1MOCTb KOHCanTI1Hra, CTPYK­

Typl1pOSaHl1l1 11 pa3pa60TKH L\OKYMeHTOS, ycnyr HOTapl1yca 11 

pemcTpaUHji COCTaßJ]jjeT OT 5 ThIC. lllseHuapcKI1X cppaHKos. E)/(e­

rOL\Hall CTOI1MOCTb nOL(L(ep)/(aHI1JI KOMnaHI1H MO)/(eT COCTaSI1Tb 

scero 2,5 TbIC. cppaHKos - ecnl1 KOMOaHHji He seL\eT HJ1KaKl1X KOM­

Mep4eCKHX onepaUI1H; 3L\eCb sce MaKCHManbHO np03paLIHO, 11 

snaL\eneu MO)/(eT sblcrynaTb S POJlH ,Ul1peKTopa. 3TO S03MO)I(H0 
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MI1HI1ManbHall OPl16hIJlb H T.n . )laHHble 

110nO)/(eHl1jj MO)/(HO 06CY)KL\aTh C Hanoro­

SbIMI1 opraHaMH, 4TO n03S0nl1T ,llOCTaT04HO T04HO nnaHl1pOBaTb 

6Y,llYll\l1e nnaTe)/(l1. TIocKonbKY llIseHuapl151 He lISn5leTCJI 

orpCPWOPOM C HynesoH I1nl1 HH3KOH CTaSKOH Hanoros, elO 3a­

KnlO4eHO 3Ha4l1TenhHOe 4l1Cno ,llorosopos 0 ,llSOHHOM Hanoro­

06J10)/(eH11 H, 4TO npe,llOCTaßJ]jjeT MeCTHbIM KOMnaHHjiM Wl1pOKl1e 

S03MO)/(HOCTI1 S HanoroBoM nnaHl1pOSaHI1I1. 

O,UHaKO H3JlOrOSbIH acneKT He 51sweTClI maSHblM MOTl1S0M OT­

KblTHji KOMnaHHI1 S WseHuapl1l1. rOpa3L\0 Ba)/(Hee SblCOKl1H npo­

cpeCCI10H3J1l1 3M 11 HaL\e)/(HOCTh nOCTaSll\I1KOS ycnyr, CTa6HJlbHM, 

HeKoppYMnl1pOSaHHaJI nOnl{1'114eCKall11 IOpHL\WleCKa51 CI1CTeMbl 

H pa3Sl1Tag I1HcppacrpYKTYpa - S caMOM cepL\ue EspOTIbI. Illill 
IOpr Mapn'H 11 AHHa (})e,aoposa, MCM {pyn 
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